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begin to trickle into the country.
'Wade'Watson, 

executive vice president of

Target Resources. a junior rnining company.

and founder of Rufl&Cut, a collection of
jewelry created from ethically sourced dia-

monds and gold, recently led an excursion

including an editor and photographer from

Hlentagazrne on a tour through Sierra Leone,

whereThrget Resources has an alluvial mine.

Dedicated to social responsibility, environ-

mentalism and ethical use ofnatural resources,

ituated along the scenic North Atlantic Ocean coast 1n

W'estAfrica, Sierra Leone is a country ofbeauty, tragedy and

hope.Attracted by miles ofbeaches, European travelers once

vacationed in this nation bordered by Guinea and Liberia.

But years of internal strife and civil war have destroyed this

once peaceful place,which, according to the United Nations

Human Development Index 2007,is the world's least livable

country. It is now struggling to rebuild as foreign investors slowly

Opposite, left to right. First Lady Sia
Koromo has stated that her mission is
to "bring it up" - meaning to raise the
country's UNICEF rating as the ieast
livable in the world to a higher place
on the list. Beautiful beaches and
scenic huts dot the landscape of Sierra
Leone. At 7 percent, Sierra Leone has
the lowest rate of AIDS in Africa due
to heavy advertising for use of
condoms. Open market ,  i . t  ,
in Sierra Leone. t :-&S

Ernest Boi Koromo (September 2002)
SIZE: 27 ,7OO squore miles, slightly smoller thon the stote

of South Corol ino
CAPITAL: Freetown
ClllvlAfEl Tropicol; roinfoll olong the coost con reoch 'l95 inches

o yeor. moking it one of the wettest ploces olong coostol
Western Africo.

NATURAL RESOURCES:
Diomonds, t i ionium, bouxite, iron, gold, chromite

tlFE EXPECTANCY: 40.93 yeors

INFANT MORIALITY:
156.48 deoths/, l ,000 l ive births, highest in the world

HIV/AIDS ADUTT PREVALENCE RATE:
Z percent (2001 estimote), one of the lowest in Africo

ETHNIC GROUPS:
20 Africon Ethnic Groups comprise 90 percent of the populotion;
' l  O 

^-..-^l 
a'^^l-

REIIGION:
Muslim, 60 percent; lndigenous Beliefs, 30 percent; Christ ion,
I 0 percent

TANGUAGES: English, Mende, Temne ond Krio

TITERACY:
35.1 percent oge 15 ond over con reod ond write English,
Mende, Temne or Arobic

GOVERNMENT TYPE: Constiiutionol Democrocy

TELEPHONES-MAIN LINES lN USE: 24,000 l20)2l
TETEPHONES-MOBIIE CEILUIAR: I 13,200 (2003)

INTERNET USERS: 
,l0,000 (2005)

Sot,ce: Cen/roi lntelligence Agency. The World Focbool
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MUDDY TOTUS SCHOOT

the company is providing jobs and putting
money back into the communiry by support-
ing an orphanage, building schools, markets,
medical clinics and infrastructure, as well as
paying fair wages to its employees.

Watson's week-long expedition with the team from E//e,which will
be running a feature on the country in the magazine's December 2008
issue, started out in Freetown and then worked its way over to the
diamond-rich area ofKono, 180 miles from Freetown and a five- to
seven-hour drive. Kono is a region of the country that, due to its dia-
monds, bore much ofthe brunt ofthe civil war, as a rebel army enslaved
residents and forced them to dig for diamonds to provide the forces
with a currency they could exchange for arms.
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Tauelogwe
ST. GEORGE ORPHANAGE

The Elle teanstayed at the Kono Hotel, a bare-bones oper-
ation run by a generator due to its lack of electricity.The trip
included visits to the St. George Orphanage, supported by
Target Resources and various nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGOs).Ruft&Cut also donates 5 oercent ofretail sales

of its jewelry to one of
its NGO partners. In
addition,Target Resources and Ruff&Cut also support schools
and have built bridges and covered markets - all endeavors

The St. George Orphanage is
supported by Target Resources

and Ruff&Cut. There are 65
residents of the orphanage and
a staff of eight. A social worker

drives around Freetown and
brings abandoned children to

the orphanage. As part of their
therapy and recovery the

St. George Orphanage children
dance and use poetry to

express and cope with
the horrors of what
happened to them.



St. George
Orphanage is
supported by

TarEet Resources.
Rutf&Cut also

donates 5 percent
of retail sales of its

jewelry to the
orphanage.

HISTORY

dh riginolly, Sierro Leone wos settled by four

Ll+:*: !: mm5:"?:l#,il"ijil : fl ,n ".l500s, 
the Portuguese were the first Europeons to

explore the oreo, noming it Sierro Leone, which
meons lion mountoins. The copitol city of Freetown,
locoted on the coost of Sierro Leone, gol its stqrt os
o home for runowoy sloves ond loter freed sloves.
In 1808, the coostol oreo become o Brit ish colony
ond in I 896, o British protectorote wos estoblished
over the rest of the country.

On April 27,1961, Sierro Leone become on
independent notion ond the next 40 yeors proved
to be turbulent for the country. A series of violent
coups resulted in unstoble governments seesowing
between civilion ond militory rule, eventuolly leoding
to the stort of o vicious civil wor in 1991 thot losted
until 2002. The civil wor morked o decode of terror,
during which time the resourcerich notion sonk to the
leost livoble country in the world, occording to the
United Notions. lt wos this horrific wor thot wos the
coiolyst for the Kimberley Process (KP). lmplemented
in August 2003, the KP is o United Notions-mondqted
monitoring system ond choin of wqrronties thot trocks
diomonds ot every point of the pipeline from mines to
retoil to ensure thot the stones ore not funding wor or
other humon rights violotions.

When its civil wor ended, Sierro Leone begon
lhe process of picking up the pieces ond storting over.
Its diomond resources hove oltrocted some foreign
interests into the country to mine for the gems ond
help pove the rood of hope to o more stoble ond
finonciolly secure future for its people.*{

Rapaport Diamond Report September 5, 2008 77



IIqr.rE,
lrauel)gue

TARGET RESOURCES MINE

that are bringing renewed hope and resurrec-
tion to a country devastated by the ravages of
war and poverfy.

Target Resources'job site has housing that
includes showers and air conditioning for its
workers.The mine has 370 employees, all but 20
of whom are Sierra Leoneans.'Workers are
encouraged to join the Sierra Leone Mining
'Workers lJnion to ensure that they are paid fair
wages, which, depending upon the job, run anylvhere
from almost $3 to $20 per day. It is a high wage in an area
where police officers make $1 a day and school teachers,

The drill goes into the
ground, digging out
gravel that shows
diamond indicator
minerals and mapping
the gravel depths.
Mining in this way is
both environmentally
friendly and
economically feasible
as it maximizes
efficiency by using
lessfuel and
determining
whether or not
there are diamonds
in a location. The
drill is also used for
bringing fresh
waterto the village.

65 cents aday.*

Artisanal miners
pan for diamonds

and gold on Target
Resources property.
The company allows

the diggers on iB
property at no

charge to work the
land in exchange for
an exclusive contract li

to purchase. The
90,0@tonsof diamond-

and gold-bearing
gravel sourced by

Target Resources, far
right, is part of the

stockpile of the mining
season. The company
projects reaching full

di amond processing soon
at 1 00,000 tons of gravel
per.month. lt is.averagi ng

:.i,

gem-quality diamo.nds at
I car7tand achieving :

$500 to $600 per carat . .
compared to the historf.lal ",

averageofSS1S ' ,
,:

'



Diamonds are kept in secured
storage with an x-ray machine.
ln order to access diamonds,
the landowner, a government
representative a nd a representative
from Target Resources must all
be present with their seParate
keys to unlock each of three
individual locks.

Once the excavation is done,
Target Resources fills in the
holes left by the machinery so
that water-borne drseases are
not fostered and the land can
later be used for agricultural
purposes. only 1 percent
of the land in Sierra Leone
is used for commercial
a g r i cu ltu ra I p u rp oses.
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